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NATURAL PROFILE

Cerrado: the
*upside-down
forest”

The Cerrado is a vast tropical savanna
biome in central Brazil, covering nearly
197 million hectares - some 28% of the
country’s land area and roughly the
size of Mexico. It is the second-largest
biome in Brazil and also the most
biodiverse savanna in the world."

Often labelled “the upside-down
forest”, the Cerrado has about 70% of
its biomass underground, storing large
amounts of carbon.?

Despite its ecological and social
importance, the Cerrado is also one of
Brazil’s most threatened biomes, with
over 50% of its native vegetation lost
and just 7.5% under protection.®

Biome type:

Tropical savanna

Dominant vegetation:

Open savanna (Cerrado), closed savanna
(Cerradao), dry forest, natural grasslands,
wetland savanna

Geographic range:

Central Brazil, extending into Maranhéo, Mato
Grosso, Goias, Tocantins, Minas Gerais, and
Bahia

Forest cover distribution in Cerrado, 2024 (Mha)

Source: Space Intelligence Land Cover Data
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NATURAL PROFILE

The most
biodiverse tropical
savanna

The Cerrado is home to:

~6,000

tree species?

~200

mammal species, with 12 endangered®

One of the most ecologically
dominant tree families in the Cerrado
is Vochysiaceae, which accounts for
around 17% of all trees. Within this
family, Qualea parviflora plays an
important ecological role as a source
of food and medicinal compounds.®
The maned wolf (Chrysocyon
brachyurus) is a signature species of
the Cerrado. If habitat loss continues
at its current pace, the species is
projected to lose 29% of its
population within just 21 years.”
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REGIONAL LAND COVER DYNAMICS
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REGIONAL LAND COVER DYNAMICS

Deforestation and
regrowth

The Cerrado continues to face high rates of
deforestation and conversion. The annual
deforestation rate increased by 24% in the b
year period between 2015-2020 (0.86%) and
2020-2024 (1.07%). The annual
deforestation rate averaged 0.97%, which is
second highest after the Pantanal region.

Today, the biome loses an estimated 1,779
hectares of forest per day, equivalent to
around 370 trees lost every minute, based
on an estimated density of 300 trees per
hectare.

Change class comparison from 2015-2020 and 2020-2024 (Mha)

Source: Space Intelligence Land Cover Data
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The primary deforestation drivers in the
Cerrado are cattle ranching and large-scale
agriculture, along with fires used for land
management.®
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CARBON POTENTIAL

Opportunity for
restoration

The Cerrado stands to benefit greatly from
both forest protection (REDD+) and
targeted restoration, particularly in areas
heavily degraded by cattle ranching.
However, the biome’s hot, dry climate and
lower rainfall present challenges for growth,
and young plantations often require active
fire protection due to high burn risk.

Unlike taller forest ecosystems, most of the
Cerrado’s carbon is stored underground,
beneath its shorter, deep-rooted
vegetation. As a vast biome spanning
multiple states, and with around 75% of its
land privately owned,® successful
restoration will depend on strong incentives
and long-term partnerships with
landholders. There are also significant
opportunities for carbon projects that
protect or restore native qgrasslands,
however we have not assessed the extent
of these here.

Annual sequestration potential: Areas available for ARR and REDD+ in Cerrado (Mha)

79.5 million tCo,

REDD+ ARR

14.8 million tCo.

Average sequestration rate
(over 20 years for ARR):

ARR: 5-10
tCO./ha/yr

91.2%

Source: Space Intelligence REDD+

Land Cover Data.
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CARBON POTENTIAL

Cerrado - the coffee biome

The Cerrado Mineiro Region is Brazil’s first coffee-
growing area to earn a Designation of Origin - and it
represents 12.7% of national production.™

Located at elevations between 800 and 1,350 meters, its
large farms, spanning 100 to 5,000 hectares,"” benefit
from a stable climate and flat terrain that enable
efficient mechanical harvesting and consistent
production.

Coffee plantations take up just over 1% of Cerrado’s land
or 2.2 million hectares and have been gradually growing
since 2015.

Commodity Crops land class area in 2015, 2020, 2024 (Mha)

Source: Space Intelligence Land Cover Data
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Summary Snapshot

Cerrado’s Carbon Potential

1.1 Mha

Forest Gain (2015-2024)

5.85 Mha

Forest Loss (2015-2024)

6.356 million ha

Eligible Area for ARR

14.8 million tCO_e

Annual Carbon Potential for ARR

66 million ha

Eligible area for REDD+

79.5 million tCO._e

Annual Carbon Potential for REDD+

1779 ha/day

Daily Deforestation
(2024)

0.97%

Annual Deforestation Rate
(2015-2024)
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quality nature mapping data.
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Invest and Offset with Confidence - Backed by
Audit-Grade Data

Our geospatial, ecology, and carbon standards expertise underpin our suite of tools and
services for carbon project developers and portfolio builders.

With pre-processed data available across Brazil, we have the data, expertise, and aqility to
help you originate, due diligence, or monitor NbS projects to support Brazil’s carbon capture
and storage potential.

VMO0047 ARR

VMO0047 Origination

Sample Report
for ARR Projects

Project Verification

our support in baseline
creation + MRV across
avoidance and removals
projects, including VM0Q04/
dynamic baseline creation.

@)':#’..‘.‘.u

Download our sample report (VMO0O47 baseline) >

Rapid Area Screening e Pre-Feasibility Report

REDD+ VM0048
Pre-Feasibility
Sample Report
Kenya 2013 - 2022

vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv

Quickly find eligible areas for your
ARR or REDD+ projects

Assess your project’s carbon potential from the
outset under VM0048 methodology

Enquire about the Beta program > Download the sample report >

Project Monitoring

Maximise credit integrity with

Srisers
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ves (ha) Space Intelligence..

Deforestation timeseries i hectares (ha) inthe Project Aree

See project impact and monitor small scale

canopy loss in near-real time
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